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NUMBER LXXXVI. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 





THuursvay, Auguf the 22d, 1754. 





Tum violaria, et 
Myrtus, et omnis copia narium, 
Spargent olivetis cdorem, 
Fertilibus domino priori. Hor. 
Mr. Firz-Apam, 
GEV HEN I confider how remarkably 


OLIAE 
aS eer AS Tae the feveral periods, in the rife and 


declenfion of ancient ftates, have 
been characterized by the varying 


manners of their people, I am apt 





to believe, that an enquiry into 
the importance of our prefent tate for flowers, 
would be no very idle and uninterefting fpecula- 
tion. But as I would not willingly foreftall any abler 
pen, on a fubject that deferves to be confidered by every 
patriot philofopher of the age, I fhall endeavour to confine 
my 
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my prefent animadverfions upon it within the narrow 
compafs of my own private experience, and content my 
felf with giving a fhort account of the motives which 
induced me to commence a florift at firft, and of the 
advantages which I have fince} derived from the offi- 
ces of my profeffion. 

Ir is obfervable, that the laws of decency and po- 
litenefs are, for the moft part, nothing but mere local 
inftitutions, very much limited in their authority, and 
very arbitrary and fluctuating in their nature; and that 
no one who offers himfelf a candidate for fame in mat- 
ters of tafte and fafhion, can fucceed in his pretenfions 
at firft, without accommodating them to the approba- 
tion of popular prejudice, or hold his reputation, after 
he has once procured it, on any fafer tenure than the 
uncertain voice of the multitude. Now, I muft own, 
I imagined (and perhaps many have been as much 
deceived in this point as myfelf) that the vegetable vir- 
tuofo’s credit was more particularly fubject to this pre- 
carious dependence, and that the chief fecurity of it’s 
fupport, confifted only in the accidental concurrence of 
numbers in an unaccountable and trifling purfuit. And 
it is very probable that I fhould never have been con- 
vinced of the contrary, had I not been fortunately in- 
duced to purchafe a {mall collection of flowers, in order 
to efcape the odious imputation of a taftelefs fingularity. 
But as many acommendable action has been undertaken 
at firft on no better principle than the fear of fhame, 
which has afterwards been profecuted on a more gene- 
rous motive ; fo was I brought at length to improve 
that collection in confequence of my own thorough con- 
viction of it’s great: importance, which was originally 
procured in compliance only with the fancies of other 


people. 
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Beino rather of a contemplative turn, and not very 
apt to whiftle away any of my vacant time, I was not 
long in difcovering that the cultivation of flowers had 
in it a much finer mixture of the utile dulct than any 
other employment whatever. But before I attempt to 
fhew in what particular refpeéts it is moftly fuited to 
inftruét and delight, I would willingly remove two very 
common objections, notwithftanding, as their abfurdity 
is almoft as evident as any thing belonging to them, 
they may be thought hardly worthy of my notice. Sup- 
pofing then, that fuch an inconfiderate and fuperficial 
obferver of things may poffibly be met with, as fhalf 
reckon it any difparagement to the intrinfic value of a 
flower, that it is expofed to a great variety of accidents 
from the inclemency of the weather, and perpetually 
fubject to the irregular dominion of the folar influence ; 
it will be fufficient to convince him of his miftake, if 
he is not quite incapable of being convinced at all, only 
juft to remind him of the uncertain condition of his 
own profperity, and admonith him to refleét how little 
fecure he is of being always preferved from the oppref- 
five ftorms, or of enjoying the conftant funfhine of for- 
tune. And if that other objection, drawn from the 
fuppofed vanity of regarding any thing of fuch a fhort 
duration as the bloom of a flower, be admitted as con- 
clufive, it muft unavoidably prove a great deal too much; 
fince it will not only hold with equal force againft every 
temporal enjoyment, and all worldly fatisfactions what- 
ever; but (which I muft confefs is a very thocking 
confideration to me) will utterly annihilate all thofe en- 
gaging qualities of the fair fex, which are moft effenti- 
ally neceflary to recommend them to our love and ad- 


miration. Let me add moreover, that if there be that 


real 
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real fimilitude, which the frequency of the allufion 
feems to make unqueftionable, between human life and 
a flower, it follows that no man can pretend to a right 
of defpifing the one, that would be thought to place 
any value on the other. 

NoruinG ought to be reckoned good any farther than 
as it contributes to our happinefs. The value we put 
upon any pofleflion or employment, is the only ftandard 
that can be properly applied to determine it’s real worth. 
Whatever therefore is beit fitted to adminifter delight to 
any particular perfon, ought certainly to be regarded, by 
Him at leaft, as the chief ingredient of that /ummum 
bonum, which, though it be the common end of all our 
endeavours, has however been purfued by as many dif- 
ferent means as there have been different men. But fup- 
pofing that no allowances were to be made in favour of 
fingular propeniities ; yet he that can enlarge the {phere 
of his enjoyments, by contracting the extent of his pof- 
feflions, ought, in all reafonable conftruction, to be 
deemed a much happier man, than he who under a fool- 
ith perfuation that he is fecuring to himfelf an inexhaufti- 
ble fund of delight, fhall take inceffant pains to augment 
thofe riches, and extend thofe territories, which, after 
all, will as much difqualify him for enjoyment, as an 
unweildy corpulency of perfon would incapacitate him 
for expedition. And one might eafily produce many 
inftances of men, who by a prudent converfion of fuch 
incumbrances into flowers, have received more fatisfac- 
tion from the products of a {mall parterre, than from the 
income of a large eftate; and found themfelves as com- 
pieatly happy as a Corycius, after they had once redu- 
ced their concerns to the eafy management of a fingle 


acre. 
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Foxrty may fuggeft what it pleafe; but that alone 
oucht to be efteemed a trifle, which is of no confe- 
quence ; whereas there is nothing in nature unworthy 
of a wife man’s regard, becaufe the moft inferior of all 
her productions, may, in fome light or another, be made 
infrumental to his improvement. 

WERE we to refleét, in a proper manner, on the cor- 
relative importance of fuch objects, as may be thought 
ufelefs and infignificant, when confidered only with re- 
gard to themfelves, we fhould difcover a mediate fort of 
union between the wideft links of that indefinite chain 
which holds together the conftituents of the univerfe: 
we fhould perceive that all thofe things, which are moft 
difiimilar in every other refpet, do however agree in 
that common deftination, whereby they become fo many 
equally important parts of one ftupendous whole : and 
we fhould find as fit a place for the difcovery of truth 
in every flower-garden, as in the celebrated groves of 
Cadmus. 

Ir has been from this {chool that I have procured the 
beft part of my philofophy ; and from this too have I 
fearnt to improve and confirm my morals. The volume 
of nature is fo full of paffages above the explication of 
human learning, that the beft proof of our having ftudi- 
ed it with uncommon diligence and fuccefs, muft con- 
fift, chiefly, in our being able to produce from it many 
uncommon inftances of our ignorance ; and I have the 
vanity, or I fhould rather fay the modefty to boaft, that 
l have difcovered difficulties enough in one fingle leaf of 
x, to clear my underftanding trom the ftupifying influ- 
ence of a conceited fufficiency, and to improve my rea- 
fon into a perfect ditfidence of it’s utmoft force and pene- 
tration. Nor have Ia flower in my poffeffion that is 


lefs 
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lefs abounding in moral inftruction, than in beauty and 
{weetnefs. I cannot obferve that induftrious nicety with 
which the bee examines into every thing that comes in 
his way, without confidering it as a reproachful admoni- 
tion to myfelf: and if I do not colleét fome ufeful lef- 
fon, that may fupport me under all the enfuing revolu- 
tions of my life, from every flower that fuch an infect 
can extract provifion from againft the future exigencies 
of his; I am ready to place it to the account of my 
negligence, and to think myfelf guilty of the moft un- 
pardonable folly, in fuffering Him alone to profit from 
that, which I affume the abfurd privilege of calling my 
own. 

In fhort, there is fuch a clofe affinity between a pro- 
per cultivation ofa flower-garden and a right difcipline 
of the mind, that it is almoft impoffible for any thought- 
ful perfon that has made any proficiency in the one, to 
avoid paying adue attention to the other. That induf- 
try and care which are fo requifite to cleanfe a garden 
from all forts of weeds, will naturally fuggeft to him 
how much more expedient it mutt be to exert the fame 
diligence in eradicating all forts of prejudices, follies and 
vices from the mind, where they will be as fure to pre- 
vail without a great deal of care and correction, as 
common weeds in aneglected piece of ground. And 
as it requires more pains to extirpate fome weeds than 
others, according as they are more firmly fixt, more 
numerous, or more naturalized to the foil; fo thofe 
faults will be found the moft difficult to be fuppreffed, 
which have been of the longeft growth, and taken the 
deepeft root; which are moft predominant in number, 
and moft congenial to the contftitution. 

PHILANTHOS., 
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